ROUMANIA                                              189
conveyed to Constanta, on the Black Sea, by a pipe-line which crosses
the Danube by the great bridge at Cemavoda. The Roumanian oil
industry developed rapidly during the earlier years of the present
century, and in 1914 the annual output amounted to 3-5 per cent
of the world's production. To prevent the wells falling into German
hands they were destroyed by a British mission in 1916, but they
have since been restored or replaced ; the present output, although
somewhat larger than "before, amounts to less than 3 per cent of
the world's production.
The industries of the hill country are almost entirely concerned
with working up raw materials such as timber and agricultural
produce for consumption at home or for export abroad. In
Moldavia they include flour-milling, the manufacture of sugar, and
distilling; in Walachia, apart from those connected with the
exploitation of the oil fields, they are of a similar nature, but have
shown a tendency to settle in the towns along the southern margin
of the hills rather than within the hills themselves.
THE WALACHIAN PLAIN, except in the north where oak-woods
are found, is a true steppe land. Much of it is now devoted to
agriculture and it is the chief wheat-producing region in the country,
more than half the total acreage under that cereal in the old king-
dom being found within it. Maize covers a somewhat larger area,
and various other cereals, the mulberry, tobacco, and the vine are
also cultivated. The growth of Roumania as a wheat-exporting
country was due in the main to the development of the Walachian
plain by capitalist farming. Owing to variation in the annual rain-
fall the crop varies greatly from year to year, and it was the large
farmer who was able not only to balance the failure of one year
against the success of the next, but to invest in modern machinery
and to cultivate by modern methods. By him it was that the
Baragan, which for long was almost entirely uninhabited except
by wandering herdsmen, was transformed into a productive land
At Bucharest, the capital, and at Braila and Galatz, the chief
ports on the Danube, various industries, conducted on modem
lines, have been established. Bucharest and BrSila manufacture
textiles and have large flour-mills. Galatz Is engaged in saw-
milling and in the export of timber. Among other industries in
these and other towns of the Walachian plain are the manufacture
of sugar, beer, chemicals, and cement.